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FAMILY INTERVENTIONS
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A Family’s Guide to Responding to Addiction
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+ When someone you love is struggling with addiction, it’s hard to know if your

actions are helping or just making things worse. You want to be supportive, but
there’s a fine line between helping and enabling—and it’s easy to cross without
realizing. Enabling may come from a place of love, but it can keep your loved +
one stuck in their addiction by cushioning the effects of their behavior. The

good news is, you can stop enabling and start providing the kind of support that

truly helps. Here’s how.
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When we care for someone, our instinct is to protect them from pain. We offer a
place to stay, bail them out of tough situations, or give them money to cover

expenses. But sometimes, these well-meaning actions allow the addiction to
continue without real consequences. By taking on their responsibilities, we’re
unintentionally supporting the addiction, not the person.

It’s a hard truth: true support often means letting them face the natural

outcomes of their actions. While it might feel uncomfortable, remember that
growth and change usually happen when someone realizes their situation
needs to change. It’s okay to give them room to experience this process. ,
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Helpmg is empowering your loved one to take responsibility for their life, while enabling often
protects them from facing the natural consequences of their actions.
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 Bailing them out of trouble: covering financial

e Allowing them to experience the . )
& P costs, offering excuses for missed work, or even

consequences of their actions. lying to protect them.
e Encouraging them to attend a « Making impulsive promises: agreeing to help “one
recovery program or therapy. last time” in hopes that this time will be different.
o Allowing them to build resilience « Engaging in emotional outbursts: arguing,
shaming, or begging your loved one to change in

by solving their own problems. theheat ol the moment:

The key lies in support that promotes self-sufficiency, rather than temporary solutions that avoid

addressing the real problem. A loved one must learn to take ownership of their recovery, which
isn’t possible if their environment protects them from feeling the impact of their choices.
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“Hope Manipulation”
Promises to change without follow-
through.

Example
e “I swear this time I'll quit for good

—1I just need one more chance.”

e “I know I need help, I just need

some time. I'm not ready”
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enabling behaviors. Common examples include:
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“Sympathy Manipulation”
Leaning into a “poor me” attitude to
keep you from setting boundaries.

Example
e “No one understands how hard
this is for me.”

e “If you knew what I've been
through, you’d see why I do this.”

Addiction can sometimes drive a person to lean into behaviors that keep others invested in their
addiction. Without meaning to, your loved one may use subtle tactics to draw you back into
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“Guilt Manipulation”
Shifting blame, making you feel
responsible for their problems.

Example
“If you’d been there for me, I
wouldn’t be in this situation.”

“I'm only like this because of all
the stress you put on me.”
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"Fear Manipulation"

Using threats of self-harm or
ultimatums to provoke fear and
prevent family from setting limits.
Example

e “If you stop helping me, I don’t

know what I'll do to myself.”

e “Without you, I might as well give

up completely—there’s no point in
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going on.”



““Boundaries are the building blocks of healthy relationships, especially when addiction is involved. \ \
Boundaries aren’t about control or punishment—they’re about setting limits that help both you and
your loved one maintain respect, safety, and personal growth.
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Be specific and consistent: Explain the “why”: Stand firm, but with compassion:
Think through what you can Let your loved one know these Holding boundaries can be tough,

realistically stick to and communicate  boundaries come from a place of care.  especially if your loved one tests them.

your boundaries clearly. For example, You want them to thrive, and you’re But consistency shows them that
decide that you won’t provide money creating an environment that you're serious about helping them
or cover for missed obligations, and encourages them to take charge of make real, lasting change.

then stand by those decisions. their journey.
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' ~m._  Asofter approach to “tough love” is practicing compassionate boundaries. Compassionate

= houndaries mean that you’re rooting for their success and still available to support them—
Q \\ but not in ways that shield them from the consequences of their actions. For instance:

e Limiting financial support, unless it's directed toward recovery-related expenses.
e Requiring open communication and treatment attendance if they wish to live at home.
e Instead of jumping in to solve a crisis, empower them to solve their own problem with
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Compassionate boundaries may feel difficult at times, but they reflect true

professional help.

care for your loved one’s future. Ultimately, the person struggling with \\ ‘
addiction must take responsibility for their recovery. This means allowing — ‘
them to face the consequences of their actions while encouraging them to seek )
support. Accountability is vital—it’s not your job to shield them from every N\ b

consequence, but rather to stand by their side as they learn from them. i i ‘ i §
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The difference between reacting to crises and responding to the addiction can profoundly impact
their path to recovery.
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Reacting is often driven by panic, fear, or guilt, ' responding involves thoughtful, intentional

leading families to offer quick fixes—like covering actions that promote accountability and growth.

financial mishaps or making last-minute Instead of rushing to resolve every crisis, families

focus on setting boundaries, encouraging

promises—just to ease the immediate crisis. While
+ responsibility, and allowing natural

these actions provide temporary relief, they

rarely address the underlying issue and can consequences. This shift supports recovery and g/’

empowers families to stay calm and maintain &3

’ their own well-being.

inadvertently enable continued substance use.


















